INDIAN INSTITUTE OF
ARBITRATION & MEDIATION

PAPER REPORT

Tar Economic TIMES

08 February 2007

Arbitration school to
start new chapters,
ADR courses

P K Krishmakumar
KOCH!

THE VAST scope for alternative dispute resolution
(ADR) given the enormous number of pending cases in
cotirts has prompted Indian Institute ol Arbitration &
Mediation (ILAM) 1o spread its wings by starting new
chapters and courses.

With centresin Kochi and later in Bangalore, the non-
prafit organization was started by a group of profession-
als and businessmen in 2001 with an advisory board
headed by former chief justice of India MN Venkat-
achalial: for fair and amicable setdement of disputes and
Lo impart training on ADR. 1t bas started funcioning in
Mumbai and is expected to go for a formal launch by
May. Nexton the agenda are Delhi and Hyderabad.

Though ADR is at its infancy in India, it poised for a
take-offin the next few years. Already the intense com-
petition in the US and the UK is fordng trained arbitra-
tors and mediators to shift their base w India. “The
problem in India is the shortage of trained mediators
and arbitrators, something which we are addressing
through our courses,” says Anil Xavier, president, [TAM.

lts iri-continental LEM programme with modulesin
India, UK and the US conducted by Hamline Universi-
v School of Law, now offers an option to complete a
dual spedalization on intellectual property law in the
third module in the US. Maritime law is another subject
thai is being considered. Mr Xavier believes that India
could cormer a sizeable chunk of maritime cases now
going o Dubai Intemational Arbitration Centre if there
are trained arbitrators here. IIAM is beginning a certili-
cate course inconsensual dispute resolution which will
be hield for a duration of o weeks or 50 hours for grad-
tates from this May. There is no age limit for those who
are enrolling for the course conduaed by professors
from Hamline University School of Law. A six-month
distance learning course called centificate in dispute
management will be another addition this year, poinis
out HAM direcor KV Balakrishnan.

With professionals such as engineers, doctors, char-
tered accountants ete as its members, IIAM is able o
deal with ditferent cases that come for arbitration and
mediation. Apart from disputes in the construction
ficld, several divoree cases also come for mediation atits
Kochi centre. Over 200 members and 32 trained medi-
ators are available with the centre now. That DAM has
been successiul in encouraging ADR can be gauged from
the fact that Rajasthan Police had recently asked it 1o pro-
vide mediation training to policemen  as pan of its re-
losrms to make police more people friendly.
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